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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion   : Prayer Service 
Date   : March 15, 2018 
 
TITLE   : WHAT THANKSGIVING IS 
Text/s   :   
 
Col 2:6-7 
6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 
7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with 
thanksgiving. 
KJV 
 
Bible Reading :  
 
Ps 100 
1 Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 
2 Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing. 
3 Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and 
the sheep of his pasture. 
4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his 
name. 
5 For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations. 
KJV 

 
Song/s   : 

 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
What really is thanksgiving to the children of God by faith in Jesus Christ? 
 
Our text presents as our premise for thanksgiving, “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord…”  It is 
quite obvious that thanksgiving here is synonymous to being a child of God!  Many, however, do not realize 
this. 
 

So what should thanksgiving be to us? 
 

1) It is gratitude 
 
Luke 17:12-19 
12 And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar 
off: 
13 And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. 
14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And it came to 
pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. 
15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified 
God, 
16 And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. 
17 And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? 
18 There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger. 
19 And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole. 
KJV 
 
Rom 16:3-4 
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3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus: 
4 Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all the 
churches of the Gentiles. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 9:11 
11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 2:14 
14 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the 
savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 
KJV 
 
 

2) It is an obedience, a responsibility, a ministry 
 
Eph 5:3-4 
3 But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as 
becometh saints; 
4 Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of 
thanks. 
KJV 
 
Eph 5:20 
20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

KJV 
 
Col 1:12 
12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light: 
KJV 
 
Col 3:17 
17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
and the Father by him. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 5:18 
18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 
KJV 
 
Col 4:2 
2 Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:6 
6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 1:2 
2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers; 
KJV 
 
 

3) It is a testimony, a message, a teaching 
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Ps 26:7 
7 That I may publish with the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all thy wondrous works. 
KJV 
 
Luke 2:38 
38 And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them 
that looked for redemption in Jerusalem. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 14:15-17 
15 What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing 
with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also. 
16 Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned 
say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest? 
17 For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edified. 
KJV 
 
 

4) It is an example 
 
Luke 22:17-19 
17 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it among yourselves: 
18 For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come. 
19 And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body 
which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me. 

KJV 
 
John 6:11 
11 And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the 
disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would. 
KJV 
 
Acts 27:35 
35 And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and gave thanks to God in presence of them all: 
and when he had broken it, he began to eat. 
KJV 
 
 

5) It is a praise and worship 
 
Ps 100:4 
4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and 
bless his name. 
KJV 
 
Ps 69:30 
30 I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with thanksgiving. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 9:15 
15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 2:14 
14 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the 
savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 
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KJV 
 
 

6) It is growth 
 
Col 2:6-7 
6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 
7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein 
with thanksgiving. 
KJV 
 
 

7) It is an offering, a giving 
 
Ps 50:14 
14 Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the most High: 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 9:7-12 
7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: 
for God loveth a cheerful giver. 
8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all 
things, may abound to every good work: 
9 (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth 
for ever. 
10 Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your 

seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) 
11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. 
12 For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also 
by many thanksgivings unto God; 
KJV 
 
 

8) It is a commitment, a consecration, a sacrifice 
 
Heb 13:15-16 
15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips 
giving thanks to his name. 
16 But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 
KJV 
 
Lev 22:29 
29 And when ye will offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving unto the Lord, offer it at your own will. 
KJV 
 
Ps 107:22 
22 And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his works with rejoicing. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 15:57-58 
57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
KJV 
 
 

9) It is a life acceptable and well-pleasing to God 
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1 Tim 2:1-3 
1 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be 
made for all men; 
2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty. 
3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
KJV 
 
 

10) It is what will be and will remain in glory 
 
Rev 7:9-12 
9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their hands; 
10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb. 
11 And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell 
before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 
12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and 
might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 
KJV 

 
 
 


